THE  COMPANY'S  SEEVANTS       ill

a grant was made to him, on the condition
that it would have to be refunded if disallowed
by the Directors. He was sick of the Company,
with their greed and their selfish economies at the
expense of their servants, their broken pledges
and stupid changes of policy in military affairs,
the intrigues of Sir John Child at Surat, and the
schemes of his brother, Sir Josiah Child, in
England. Like many other Englishmen, he con-
sidered the Company was an anomaly, dangerous
to the authority of the Crown, and his distrust was
increased by the mismanagement and corruption
that existed among their servants in the East.

On the 27th December, 1683, he seized Mr.
Ward, the Deputy Governor, and such of the
Council as sided with him, assembled the troops,
and issued a proclamation declaring the Company's
authority at an end, and that the island was hence-
forth under the King's protection. By general
consent he was elected Governor, and at once
proceeded to restore order. The troops and inhabi-
tants were called on to take an oath of allegiance
to the King, and to renounce their obedience to the
Company, a demand that was universally complied
with. Officials were appointed, grievances were